
The proposed agreements will allow the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to provide funds 
to the United States Army Corps of Engineers to complete a deviation study which will allow a 
temporary higher water conservation pool at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir and will 
memorialize the commitment of the Water Replenishment District of Southern California to reimburse 
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District for the deviation study to temporarily raise the water 
conservation pool and the update to the feasibility study to permanently raise the water conservation 
pool.

SUBJECT

December 15, 2009

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL
DISTRICT AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS TO PROVIDE FUNDS TO
COMPLETE A DEVIATION STUDY AT WHITTIER NARROWS DAM AND RESERVOIR AND
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL
DISTRICT AND THE WATER REPLENISHMENT DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TO
REIMBURSE THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT FOR THE COST OF

THE DEVIATION STUDY
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 1)
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1.     Find that the proposed agreements with the Unites States Army Corps of Engineers and the
Water Replenishment District of Southern California proposed herein are exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act.

2.     Authorize the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District or her designee
to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers to
provide funding to complete a deviation study at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir to temporarily
raise the water conservation pool.

3.     Authorize the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District or her designee
to enter into a Cooperative Agreement with the Water Replenishment District of Southern California
for reimbursement of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District for the cost of the deviation
study to temporarily raise the water conservation pool at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir and
update to the feasibility study to permanently raise the water conservation pool at Whittier Narrows
Dam and Reservoir.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

The purpose of the recommended actions is to find that the approval of the Memorandum of 
Agreement and the Cooperative Agreement are exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and authorize the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(LACFCD) or her designee to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) and a Cooperative Agreement with the Water Replenishment District of 
Southern California (WRD) substantially similar in form and content to the Memorandum of 
Agreement and Cooperative Agreement enclosed herewith as Enclosures A and B.  The purpose of 
the agreement is to provide funding for the USACE to complete a deviation study and to memorialize 
the reimbursement commitment from WRD for the deviation study and the update to the feasibility 
study to increase the water conservation pool at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) and 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) by maintaining a collaborative partnership with local 
agencies in order to increase water conservation of local storm water and reducing reliance on 
imported water thereby improving the quality of life for citizens of the County of Los Angeles 
(County).

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
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There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The estimated cost of the Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir Deviation Study is $75,000, and the
cost of update of the Los Angeles County Drainage Area Water Conservation and Supply Whittier
Narrows - Santa Fe Feasibility Study is $300,000.  WRD will reimburse the LACFCD for the project
costs up to a maximum of $375,000.  Sufficient funds for this project are available in the Fiscal Year
2009-10 Flood Control District Budget.

The WRD through the Cooperative Agreement will reimburse the LACFCD $375,000 for the cost of
the deviation study and feasibility study.  An amendment to the existing agreement between the
USACE and the LACFCD will be executed to update the feasibility study after the deviation study is
complete.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

WRD and LACFCD both support the conservation of local water supplies.  The Whittier Narrows
Dam and Reservoir owned and operated by the USACE provides a water conservation pool which is
utilized to recharge groundwater in the Montebello Forebay at Rio Hondo Coastal Basin Spreading
Grounds.  The increase of the water conservation pool at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir
requires the USACE to perform a deviation study.  The USACE’s estimated cost to complete the
study is $75,000.  If approved, the deviation study will allow an additional 1,000 acre feet of
stormwater to be stored at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir for a period of three years.

The USACE requires the Los Angeles County Drainage Area Water Conservation and Supply
Whittier Narrows - Santa Fe Feasibility Study to be updated to permanently change the operation
plan at Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir.  Appropriations have already been requested for this
task, and the matching local sponsor costs are estimated to be $300,000.

The USACE requires the local sponsor, which is the LACFCD, to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement before accepting funds for the completion of the deviation study.  The WRD, through the
Cooperative Agreement, will reimburse the LACFCD $375,000 for the cost of the deviation study and
update to the feasibility study.  An amendment to the existing agreement between the USACE and
the LACFCD will be executed to update the feasibility study after the deviation study is complete.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The approval to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement and Cooperative Agreement is exempt from 
the provisions of CEQA.  This action meets the criteria set forth in Sections 15060(c)(2), 15061(b)(3), 
and 15306 of the CEQA guidelines.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION
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Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

Chief Executive Office (Lari Sheehan)
County Counsel
Executive Office

c:

GF:MP:abc

Enclosures

The approval to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement and Cooperative Agreement will ultimately 
enhance groundwater recharge in the Central Groundwater Basin.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Water Resources 
Division.

CONCLUSION
































